Calciphylaxis: case report and literature review.
Tissue calcification is a well-recognized common metabolic disease, but calciphylaxis still remains an enigmatic rarity. The latter may be induced experimentally and acquired naturally in human diseases. Although many chronic azotemic or end stage renal disease patients (ESRD) with hyperparathyroidism (HPT) are at risk of calciphylaxis not all of them do develop the disease, even non-renal, patients may also develop this disease. Out of a total of about 2000 hemodialysis, 15,000 dermatology and 26,000 medical patients seen over a three year period in a busy Saudi Arabian tertiary medical centre, we report a sentinel nephrology patient with sudden excruciatingly painful cutaneous calciphylaxis that necessitated acute dermatology emergency consultation, and present a review of the medical literature. In order to institute appropriate total quality management of this life-threatening, rare disease, it is advisable that a high index of suspicion should be entertained by dermatologists, general physicians, nephrologists, and pulmonologists in an appropriate clinical scenario.